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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Anne Butler Rice, Georgette Auerbach Koopman Director of Education

The Education Department reached over 37,000 visitors during FY17 through programs for K-12 students
and teachers, families, out-of-school youth and community organizations, faculty and students at area
colleges and universities, and the general public. Programs served about 39% of the Museum’s annual
attendance of just over 95,000. The year’s major exhibitions, The Wagstaff Collection of Photographs  in the
fall, Utamaro and the Lure of Japan  in the winter, and John Trumbull: Visualizing American Independence
throughout the year generated fresh avenues for public learning and engagement. An early highlight of
the year brought together speakers from the Getty Museum, Sotheby’s, and the Dia Art Foundation for a
lively discussion of Sam Wagstaff’s photography collection. Visitors flocked to a gallery talk and
demonstration in February on traditional Japanese printmaking by Keiji Shinohara from Wesleyan
University. And a new musical partner, Four Nations Ensemble, gave an exhilarating concert of period
music programmed in response to the Cabinet of Art and Curiosity in the spring.

In the School and Teacher Programs area, new student touring options were developed this year to
integrate a gallery program and studio experience for students in grades K-12. A range of themes is
intended to stimulate imagination, dynamic discussion, and creative expression as students look closely at
objects and then create their own work under the guidance of a teaching artist. These studio programs
attracted record attendance of about 2,000 students. Also new this year is a growing partnership with the
Connecticut Science Center through a multisite tour option for student groups.

Lauren Cross was promoted to Youth and Community Programs Manager, responsible for Second
Saturdays for Families and three annual Community Days that bring together audiences to experience art
together through performance, music, and art-making. New funding from United Healthcare supported
programming for Community Days this year, two of which are held in collaboration with The Amistad
Center for Art & Culture. Other signature programs conceived within the Community Engagement
Initiative like Museum on the Move, Art and Writing, the Community Arts Program, and Summer
Community Studio are expanding through new curricula and infrastructure.

Visitors continue to take advantage of the mobile tour option at tap.thewadsworth.org, loaded with in-
depth analyses of single works of art by scholars, curators, and educators on the permanent collections
and major special exhibitions. Audiences are also able to immerse themselves in readings, art activities,
video and other learning options in the Experimentation Gallery connected to special exhibitions. These
galleries, designed by education staff in consultation with curatorial staff, encourage deeper in-gallery
audience experiences. Visitors find these interactive spaces welcoming and thought-provoking as we ask
them to contribute creatively, ask questions and share opinions, and converse with each other about what
they’ve observed and learned at the Wadsworth Atheneum.

Ninety-two docents volunteered more than 9,000 hours to training and provided tours for almost 19,000
visitors of all ages on all special exhibitions and the collections. A new class of Docents-in-Training began
meeting in January 2017 and is expected to mentor and then graduate into the council in the spring of
2018.

Department staffing shifted to embrace a developing academic audience as the University of Connecticut’s
Hartford campus opened and the Hartford Consortium for Higher Education grew more active. Janna
Israel was appointed the Adult and Academic Programs Manager in September, focusing on programming
for our adult visitors as well as relationship-building with our higher education neighbors. Several
initiatives are already underway including a new program called the Encounters series held in
collaboration with the Hartford Public Library and the UCONN Humanities Institute. The already
established Internship Program placed 25 Interns from 16 universities in departments throughout the
museum to mentor with professional staff, developing their understanding of the various fields
represented in the museum setting.



PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Attendance: 10,010

Lectures, Conversations, Poetry Readings, Concerts and Gallery Talks

Gothic to Goth: Romantic Era Fashion & Its Legacy

Walking Talk: Gothic Revival | July 7 (32)
Architecture in Hartford | Jared Edwards, Smith Edwards McCoy Architects

Miniature World in White Gold: Meissen Porcelain by Johann Joachim Kaendler

Lecture: Eighteenth -Century | September 7 (30)
Prints & Porcelainin | Vanessa Sigalas, former Dangremond Research Fellow for European Art
Dialogue | and Decorative Arts, and curator

The Human Touch: Selections from the RBC Wealth Management Art Collection

Gallery Talk: Men in the | September 8 (20)
Cities | Ellen Carey, artist
Patricia Hickson, Emily Hall Tremaine Curator of Contemporary Art

MATRIX

Gallery Talk: Dulce | October 7 (35) and 8 (7)
Chacon/MATRIX 175 | Dulce Chacon, artist

Gallery Talk: Valeska | February 2 (82)
Soares/ MATRIX 176 | Valeska Soares, artist

Gallery Talk: Mika | June 1 (95)
Tajima/MATRIX 177 | Mika Tajima, artist

The Thrill of the Chase: The Wagstaff Collection of Photographs at the J. Paul Getty Museum

Gallery Talk: The Wagstaff | September 25 (12) and October 21 (32)
Collection of Photographs | Patricia Hickson, Emily Hall Tremaine Curator of Contemporary Art

Conversation:Wa g st a f f| October 12 (119)

for Photography ) ) o
Paul Martineau, Associate Curator of Photographs and Exhibition Curator, J.

Paul Getty Museum

Denise Bethel, former Chairman of Photographs, Sotheby’s Gerald
Incandela, artist

James Meyer, Deputy Director and Chief Curator, Dia Art Foundation,
moderator

Sunday Serenades: Mozart | October 23 (128)
and Man Ray | Hartford Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of Concertmaster
Leonid Sigal

Gallery Talk: Ph ot o g r g October 27 (32)
Sudden Adventures | Anthony W. Lee, Idella Plimpton Kendall Professor of Art History, Mount
Holyoke College




Lecture: The Photographic
Object

Sam Wagstaff as Curator

Gallery Talk: Sam Wagstaff
as Curator

Utamaro and the Lure of Japan

Gallery Talk: Utamaro and
the Lure of Japan

Lecture: Utamaro's Snow,
Moon, and Flowers in
Context

Gallery Talk and

Demonstration: Printmaking
in the Age of Utamaro

Sunday Serenades: Snow,
Moon, and Flowers

John Trumbull:

Gallery Talk: Visualizing
American Independence

ArtTalkiJohn Tr ur
American Revolution

Walking Tour: Revolutionary
Hartford

Gallery Talk: Painting
Patriotism, Healing Wounds

November 16 (40)
Mark Osterman, Photographic Process Historian, George Eastman Museum

November 4 (22)
Eileen Doyle, curatorial fellow

January 13 (110) and March 3 (38)
Oliver Tostmann, Susan Morse Hilles Curator of European Art

January 18 (92)
Julie Davis, Associate Professor of Art History, University of Pennsylvania

February 25 (175)
Keiji Shinohara, Artist in Residence, Wesleyan University

February 26 (182)
Hartford Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of Concertmaster
Leonid Sigal

Visualizing American Independence

January 26 (38)
Erin Monroe, Robert H. Schutz, Jr., Associate Curator of American Paintings
and Sculpture

May 24 (46)
Paul Staiti, Professor of Art History at Mt. Holyoke College

June 2 (35)
Co-organized with Connecticut’s Old State House

June 29 (43)
Walter Woodward, Connecticut State Historian

SHE: Images of Female Power from the Permanent Collection

Gallery Talk: SHE

Gallery Talk: Norma

Minkowitz

February 17 (24)
Anne Butler Rice, Georgette Auerbach Koopman Director of Education

March 30 (22)
Norma Minkowitz, artist

Keith Sonnier: Three Neons/Three Decades

Gallery Talk: Keith Sonnier

30 for 30: Art, Agency, Legacy

Gallery Talk: 30 for 30

April 20 (53)
Keith Sonnier, artist

May 7 (38)
Frank Mitchell, Executive Director of The Amistad Center for Art & Culture



Sunday Serenades: Amistad | May 7 (125)
at 30: Songs and Spirituals | Hartford Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of Concert Master
Leonid Sigal

Simply Splendi d: Rediscovering American Design

Gallery Talk: Simply ‘ June 1 (31)
Splendid | Brandy Culp, Richard Koopman Curator of American Decorative Arts

Gallery Talk and Tea with | June 23 (25)
the Curator | Brandy Culp

Permanent Collection

Gallery Talk: Women Behind | July 21 (30)
the Lens | Eileen Doyle, curatorial fellow

Gallery Talk: Nutting and | July 28 (22)

Stickley: Two American | Angela Parker, Docent and Tour Programs Manager
Rivals

Gallery Talk: The Mediumis | August 19 (19)

the Message: Materials inthe | Johanna Miller, School and Teacher Programs Specialist
Medieval World

Lecture: An Evening with November 9 (202)
Kehinde Wiley CANCELED | ALTERNATE PROGRAM: Gallery talks by Tom Loughman, Frank Mitchell,
and Patricia Hickson, art-making, and live music

Gallery Talk: The | February 3 (28)

Restoration of Saint | Ulrich Birkmaier, Chief Conservator
Serapion

Choral Concert with | February 12 (198)
CONCORA | Connecticut Choral Artists with a premier of an original work by
Connecticut composer Ellen Gilson Voth

Lecture: With Hammer and February 23 (41)

Tongs: The Hammerslough | Jeannine Falino, guest curator
Collection

Four Nations Chamber | March 31 (100)

Ensemble Concert Series: | The Four Nations Chamber Ensemble
The Cabinet

Art Talk: Light, Heat, and | April 5 (72)
Water inthe Ancient Régime | Stéphane Castelluccio, Director of Le Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifique in Paris. Sponsored by the Decorative Arts Council

Docent Memorial Lecture | April 26 (92)
Jane Kamensky, Professor of History, Harvard University. Sponsored by the
Docent Council

Gallery Talk: Vase de | May 4 (43)
I 8 Ad { Linda Roth, Senior Curator and Charles C. and Eleanor Lamont




| Cunningham Curator of European Decorative Arts

Art Talk: Self-Portraitas a | June 7 (45)
Lute Player | Qliver Tostmann, Susan Morse Hilles Curator of European Art

FAMILY PROGRAMS

Attendance: 5,451
Second Saturdays for Families

Make a Scene | July 9 (348)

Families looked at decorative arts in Miniature World in White and Gold
paintings and sculptures for people who look like they belong on stage.
Once they found someone they identified with, they put themselves into
the scene.

Gladiators and Gods | August 13 (466)

During the summer Olympics, families journeyed back to ancient Greece
and Rome where the games began. They looked at images of ancient gods
and warriors and made up an illustrated modern myth inspired by what
they see.

Human Nature | September 10 (341)

What do portraits say about a person’s life and what’s important to them?
Families saw lots of people in the special exhibition The Human Touch and
made a multimedia portrait.

Space Adventure | October 8 (373)

Families explored the wondrous world of pilots, astronauts, and scientists
through ink drawings by MATRIX 175 artist Dulce Chacon, met the artist
and created their own outer-space invention out of recycled materials.

The Photographer’s Eye | November 12 (511)

Families looked at images of nature, cities, and people in the special
exhibition The Thrill of the Chase , then explored and experimented with
different methods of photography that artists used to capture the world
around them to create a "cameraless"” work to take home.

Light Up the World | December 10 (1,458)
Families celebrated world holiday traditions at the Wadsworth Atheneum
during our annual Festival of Trees and Traditions. They enjoyed festive

Utamaro and the Lure of
Japan -




